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a right attitude toward God. We believe 
that because of the CCC many men will 
return to normal life with a better attitude 
toward God and men. That is religion. 
Will you put a value on that? 
So the CCC aims to relieve distress, to 
conserve and increase national wealth, to 
build men. To a remarkable degree it is 
realizing its aims. 750,000 men have al- 
ready been in the camps. Another 350,000 
are in them now. Welfare agencies indi- 
cate another 2,000,000 are eligible and 
ready for their turn. If the CCC continues, 
these figures mean a minimum of 3,000,000 
men grateful for the chance to work, to 
grow, to live—-3,000,000 men of whom 
America may well- be proud. 
Charles W. Caulkins 
THE CRISIS IN AMERICAN 
LIFE; ITS EDUCATIONAL 
AND SPIRITUAL SIG- 
NIFICANCE 
MAY I bring you the greetings and 
best wishes of the National Edu- 
cation Association? Between it 
and your great International Council there 
is much in common. Your general secre- 
tary, Dr. Hugh S. Magill, is a product of 
the public schools and a former school su- 
perintendent. He helped in the reorganiza- 
tion of the National Education Association 
during the war years and was its field sec- 
retary during its period of most rapid 
growth. He is typical of thousands of 
school men and women whose interest in 
religious education is as deep and abiding 
as their interest in general education. His 
coming to you is an example of that pro- 
fessional cross fertilization which frequent- 
ly has helped to enrich our American life 
and to unify our people. The school and 
the church have a common faith in the im- 
provability of man and a common purpose 
An address before the International Council of 
Religious Education, Chicago, 111., February 15, 
1934. 
to lift humanity to a higher and a finer life. 
It is one of the encouraging signs that 
people working in church and school are 
finding ways of making their organizations 
more effective. Within two decades the 
active membership of the National Educa- 
tion Association has multiplied itself twen- 
ty-fold until it now includes nearly 200,000 
of the best teachers of the nation, repre- 
senting every branch of the profession, and 
every section of the country. There has 
been more improvement in the quality of 
the teaching staff in the public schools of 
America during the past ten years than in 
the entire history of the schools up to that 
time. 
The American public school from kinder- 
garten through college and university is the 
most stupendous application of the Chris- 
tian doctrine of equality of opportunity 
that has been made in this or any other age. 
It is our best example of high social pur- 
pose and of efficient and far-sighted admin- 
istration. Visualize in round numbers a 
mighty army of thirty million young people 
working together day after day with their 
gifted teachers in a common effort to im- 
prove their lives—24,000,000 in elementary 
schools, 5,000,000 in high schools, and a 
million in colleges. Thirty million youth 
learning to be punctual and regular, learn- 
ing to work together and to play together, 
learning how to discipline their minds and 
spirits, learning how to dream, to do, and 
to be. 
May I quote from the Foreword of the 
Tenth Yearbook of the Department of Su- 
perintendence of the National Education 
Association: 
The great fundamental principles of religious 
living are in the very life of our public schools. 
In fact, it may be argued that our public schools 
constitute the most gigantic, organized application 
of these principles the world has ever known. . . . 
The program of public education ... is addressed 
to the spiritual enrichment of the multitude, ot 
the meek and lowly, as well as the exalted and the 
mighty . . . "Suffer little children to come unto me 
and forbid them not, for of such is the kingdom 
of heaven" reveals an attitude toward child lite 
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now being applied throughout the schools. No 
greater religious thought was ever presented than 
that of respect for personality, and no organiza- 
tion comparable in scope to the public school sys- 
tem has ever so thoroughly accepted it as a 
working principle as have the public schools of 
our country at this hour. 
The attitude of reverence toward a Supreme 
Being grows naturally in the real study of science, 
literature, music, art, and the general sweep of 
human affairs, as revealed most pointedly in the 
social studies. Only when teaching is based upon 
the insight from which this attitude grows is its 
real teaching. 
We do not mean by this that the schools 
are perfect or that they always remain true 
to the great ideals that led to their found- 
ing. They have their weaknesses and their 
failures. They are part of a larger social 
order and reflect the conditions which sur- 
round them. But they are a tower of 
strength and combined with home and 
church have helped to maintain such se- 
curity as we now enjoy. 
The Crisis in American Life is a part of 
a world crisis and the headlines in the daily 
newspapers give no assurance of improving 
conditions. There appear to be two major 
trends which are worldwide. On the one 
hand we have the proletariat eager for a 
larger place in the sun, for a greater se- 
curity and freedom, and for a better share 
of the comforts of the machine age. On the 
other hand we have an increasing concen- 
tration and control operating through cor- 
porate groups so huge that they quite over- 
shadow the political state and threaten to 
destroy the age-old institutions of mankind. 
Behind Mussolini and Hitler and the war 
party in Japan are the corporations. A 
single American corporation controls more 
wealth than the assessed valuation of twen- 
ty-one states. The corporate form of or- 
ganization has gone wild in America. It 
has tended to destroy individual responsi- 
bility and community well-being. The de- 
velopment of the relatively unregulated 
American corporation—reenforced by laws, 
courts, and police—constitutes the greatest 
interference with individual liberty and op- 
portunity in the history of our nation. No 
wonder the people are confused. The po- 
litical state which they had come to under- 
stand has been largely replaced by this new 
corporate order which is still strange and 
new. 
We are today so surrounded by financial 
loss and the fear of loss; so oppressed by 
the brutalities of industrial planlessness; so 
misinformed or uninformed by a system of 
press, radio, and movie largely dominated 
by industrial overlords; so startled by the 
millions in the breadlines and the vast 
hordes of unemployed; so angered by the 
betrayal of trust in high places, that our 
attention has not yet come to focus upon 
the primary elements of the situation and 
the steps necessary to restore order and set 
us on the path of promise. 
What is the crisis in American life? May 
I begin with this thesis: That America is 
possessed of great natural resources; that 
she is not menaced by external foes; that 
she is not suffering from great flood or 
famine or drouth or earthquake. Obviously 
our difficulties are within ourselves. In a 
country blessed with great natural advan- 
tages, plus the resources of science and 
technology, we should be able to reduce the 
bread-and-butter activities of life to the 
minor phase. Yet we have allowed the 
bread-and-butter activities to become and 
remain the major phase—the dominating 
and controlling phase of our civilization 
both in the field of ideas and of action. The 
dominating force in business, industry, and 
politics today is not primarily spiritual or 
cultural in the rich and broad sense but 
primarily economic in the narrow and com- 
mercial sense, and this at the very time in 
history when the cultural and spiritual 
forces should move forward into a new 
advance. 
Having stated this thesis may I go on to 
an analysis of present conditions as I see 
them? 
First, I suggest that the prevailing con- 
ceptions of the cause of the present break- 
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down in American civilization do not go to 
the roots of the matter. There seems to me 
to be a prevailing opinion that we have been 
brought to our present plight through dis- 
honesty and corruption in politics, business, 
and industry. There has been corruption 
enough but I believe the real cause lies 
deeper, that the real breakdown is a failure 
not of men but of the system itself in the 
light of the new conditions of production 
and distribution that have developed in this 
scientific power age. 
The new types of scientific management 
and power production which are now get- 
ting under way are doing two things : First, 
they are creating vast masses of human un- 
employment with which all of our people 
are now painfully familiar. This unemploy- 
ment is so great that it has placed nearly 
one person in four out of our total popula- 
tion on some sort of direct or indirect relief 
basis. Recovery Administrator Hugh S. 
Johnson of the NRA is calling the code 
authorities to meet in Washington on March 
5 to recommend a 32-hour week. In my 
judgment we shall have to go further than 
that to at least the equivalent of a 25-hour 
week, 100 hours a month, or 1,000 hours a 
year, leaving two months entirely free, in 
order to bring about a reasonable balance in 
employment. This estimate is based upon 
a fact well known by production engineers, 
that in those industries and activities in 
which human fatigue is a factor, the short- 
ening of hours often increases rather than 
diminishes production. 
The second factor growing out of the 
scientific-power technology has been largely 
overlooked in current discussions of the 
crisis. I refer to the unemployment of 
money. There is a natural tendency to look 
at the new automatic straight-line machin- 
ery and jump to the conclusion that it is 
more costly than the old machinery. That 
is a correct conclusion so far as the indi- 
vidual machine is concerned, but it over- 
looks the fact that the new machine fre- 
quently replaces a whole series of older 
machines which in their aggregate cost for 
a given volume of production would require 
many times the capital that the new machine 
demands. 
To illustrate, let us assume that under 
former conditions in a given industry there 
were a hundred machines costing a thous- 
and dollars each, making a total of a hun- 
dred thousand dollars. Under the new con- 
ditions it becomes possible to replace all of 
these machines with one machine costing ten 
thousand dollars. The total amount of capi- 
tal required has thereby been reduced by 
ninety thousand dollars, creating an unem- 
ployment of capital comparable to if not 
even greater than the unemployment of 
men. It is this fact that opportunities for 
capital in productive industry are rapidly 
shrinking that accounts in some measure for 
the orgy of gambling, for the weakness of 
the banking structure, and for other prob- 
lems which lie ahead. 
If the debt structure were not so large, 
the adjustments required by this unemploy- 
ment of money would not be so difficult to 
make, but our debt structure has become 
menacingly large. It is so large that accord- 
ing to the estimate of a research study made 
by the "Twentieth Century Fund" 19.8 
per cent of the annual national income dur- 
ing 1932-33 went to debt service. In other 
words we were paying one dollar out of 
every five to debt service. Much of this 
debt is held against watered stock or against 
machinery and equipment which is already 
obsolete or abandoned. 
This rapid shift in the need for capital 
with which to finance capital goods has had 
a profound effect on the whole money sys- 
tem. It has had a profound effect on the 
distribution of wealth and on the concen- 
tration of control in industry. It has made 
it easier for a handful of moneyed men to 
dominate the country as a whole, to exert 
over its political destiny a terrific pressure, 
over its financial affairs a dominating in- 
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fluence, and over its industrial policy up to 
recent months a despotic hand. Even dur- 
ing the depression years the maldistribution 
of wealth has been growing worse. In spite 
of the losses which people of large means 
have suffered, people with little means have 
suffered even, more so that the gap between 
the rich and the poor is today worse than 
ever before. 
The changes implied in these underlying 
factors to which I have alluded are so vast 
and they bring about results so utterly dif- 
ferent from anything with which humanity 
has had experience before that we need not 
be surprised at the confusion, the uncer- 
tainty, and the difficulty of bringing about 
that intelligent spirit of common purpose 
which is necessary for effective action. Our 
whole racial and national history has been 
lived in an age of scarcity and for the first 
time we come into an age not of scarcity, 
but of plenty. Still the old behavior patterns 
operate, the old ideas and ideals dominate, 
and we reduce the standard of living at the 
very time when we need to raise the stand- 
ard of living. We give the economic factor 
the dominating place in our civilization at 
the very time when it should become a 
minor, rather than a major factor. We treat 
the present crisis in our economic life as 
just another depression out of which we 
shall gradually emerge, when as a matter of 
fact it is something very different, some- 
thing revolutionary and far-reaching with 
which we shall have to grapple intelligently 
if we are not to grapple disastrously. It 
may be that the worst phase of this crisis 
has passed but in my judgment the major 
difficulties are still ahead. 
I would not underestimate the signifi- 
cance of the New Deal in its efforts to 
meet the new conditions. Measured by the 
tempo of political policy in the past, the 
activities which center around President 
Roosevelt may seem somewhat radical and 
far-reaching. Measured against the actual 
demands which are inherent in our present 
situation they are conservative. He is prob- 
ably going as far and as fast as he can carry 
the country with him, but he has only gone 
a tenth of the way on a road that must lead 
far before we shall have achieved a recon- 
struction which will bring security, democ- 
racy, and happiness to the entire American 
people. 
In their book, The Future Comes, a Study 
of the New Deal, Dr. Charles A. Beard and 
George H. E. Smith have pointed out those 
elements of the New Deal which represent 
new departures in American policy. They 
point out: 
(1) That the New Deal accepts combi- 
nation in industry ; 
(2) That it recognizes the right of labor 
to participate in the management of indus- 
try; 
(3) That it fosters co-operation; 
(4) That it substitutes planning for com- 
petition ; 
(5) That it lets in the light on the hidden 
manipulations of finance and industry; 
(6) That it seeks to give agriculture 
equality with industry ; 
(7) That it endeavors to substitute a 
planned for a speculative economy; 
(8) That it repudiates the idea that the 
misery of the poor is due to their own im- 
providence ; 
(9) That it seeks to make our great util- 
ities serve public good rather than private 
greed; and 
(10) That it surrenders the notion that 
American industry must depend primarily 
upon foreign markets to maintain a healthy 
condition. 
Each of these ten points is far-reaching 
in its implications and they all represent a 
path from which there seems to be no turn- 
ing back. Perhaps most of our people still 
think of the alphabetic activities in Wash- 
ington as temporary measures and so some 
of them are, but the fundamental points of 
departure are not temporary—they are per- 
manent by the very nature of the new con- 
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ditions created by the scientific power age. 
The New Deal is a courageous effort sup- 
ported by a body of public opinion such as 
has not been mobilized behind any program 
in American history outside of war, but we 
shall not be able to undo in a year or even 
a decade the effects of our planless past. 
But let us return to the crisis itself. In 
such a crisis there are many factors and 
there is not time to discuss most of them. 
But there is one point in the present situa- 
tion which in my judgment transcends in 
spiritual significance any other phase of it. 
I refer to the unemployment among youth. 
The fact that industry and agriculture have 
had less use for youth than formerly has 
been apparent for some time. It is shown 
for example in the high school enrolments 
of the country. There were in round num- 
bers nearly 500,000 young people in the 
high schools of 1900; a million in 1910; two 
million in 1920; and five million in 1930. 
The three million who were added be- 
tween 1920 and 1930 were obviously not 
needed in agriculture and industry since 
that is the period when our great surplus 
was produced. The forces which freed 
these additional three million youths be- 
tween 1920 and 1930 are operating more 
powerfully today than they were then. The 
1930 Census reported that two and a half 
million children between the ages of four- 
teen and eighteen, and more than five mil- 
lion between the ages of eighteen and twen- 
ty-one, were not attending school. This 
makes a total between the ages of fourteen 
and twenty-one of more than seven and a 
half million young people. We have rel- 
atively little information as to what these 
young people are doing and such studies as 
have been made go to show that at least 
half of them are unemployed. Because of 
their age many of these youth do not show 
in the ordinary figures on employment. It is 
a conservative estimate that there are in 
the United States at least three million 
young people for whom there are neither 
schools nor jobs. 
These young people have had all the 
schooling that their community provides or 
that their parents can afford. For some this 
means only the elementary school, for oth- 
ers the high school, and for still others the 
college and the professional school, but most 
of them have gone out with nothing to do 
except tasks which will bring them the 
merest bread-and-butter, without any se- 
curity for their future, without any basis on 
which they may establish homes and rear 
that cultural and spiritual edifice of life 
which gives meaning and significance to any 
civilization worthy the name. To my mind 
this is the central problem of our crisis. If 
we do not meet it reasonably soon with 
vigor, intelligence, sympathy, and foresight, 
we shall sink into greater difficulties than 
any we have so far known. 
It is a sorry plight when thousands of 
highly trained teachers, engineers, doctors, 
lawyers, architects, and other gifted young 
people must walk the streets year after year 
because our great country has no worthy 
place for them. The tragedy of the situa- 
tion is best understood by looking at the 
concrete cases which may be multiplied by 
millions. Here is a letter from a young man 
who has been out of engineering college for 
more than three years. 
I got married last June "on a shoestring" as 
they say; we are making a living after a fashion 
but not getting ahead as we want to. We don't 
feel ye can really live until we are free of debt. 
It begins to look as though my engineering ed- 
ucation isn't going to get me anywhere. I have 
tried hundreds of places (this is a large mining 
district) where my education should give me an 
advantage, but the reply always is; "We have sev- 
eral old employees waiting to come back; we must 
take them first." There isn't any place for a be- 
ginner. It is discouraging to try to be anybody— 
or try to get ahead. 
We are trying to contact foreign governments 
for positions. My wife would offer to teach home 
economics and I would teach or do engineering 
work or whatever else I could do. 
As a last resort we are considering homestead- 
ing in some foreign country. We must get started 
doing something where our efforts will accumu- 
late ! Can you give us any idea to whom we might 
write to get results quickly? 
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Here is a comment from an editorial in the 
Christian Century: 
Here, for example, is a widowed mother who, 
at great sacrifice, has managed to help a talented 
son through a specialized college course. The 
mother's resources have been practically wiped out 
in the fall of securities. The son has tried vainly 
for more than two years to find work. Beginning 
with a thorough search for opportunity in the 
field for which he has been especially trained, he 
has passed from that through the whole field of 
business. For more than a year now he has been 
hunting for a job—any job with any pay sufficient 
to sustain life. In vain. Meanwhile, the mother 
and son have been forced to go to live with a 
daughter whose husband is in serious economic 
difficulties. The mother is deeply bowed by the 
situation, but the son has passed from bewilder- 
ment to anger, and now from anger to a savage 
cynicism and brooding desire for revenge on a 
society that he feels has tricked him. The mother 
is tortured by the fear that her boy may turn to 
some lawless pursuit, or even to banditry. 
Is it any wonder under these conditions 
that crime thrives among these unoccupied 
youth? There are 145,000 persons impris- 
oned annually in the United States. Many 
of these criminals are surprisingly young. 
A study made by the Department of Justice 
of the records of more than 200,000 persons 
arrested during the first nine months of 
1933 shows that there were more young 
people arrested at age nineteen and near 
nineteen than at any other age. Shall we 
blame the homes for that crime? Shall we 
blame the schools for it or the churches ? Is 
it not rather the inescapable consequence of 
industrial greed and planlessness ? 
It is impossible to overestimate the grav- 
ity of the conditions which face youth today. 
These young people waiting at the gates 
are the hope of a better tomorrow. They 
are the greatest single resource of our civili- 
zation. They are the basis of our personal 
security in the years to come. What shall it 
profit a man if he fill his safety deposit box 
with bonds and fail to give opportunity to 
his children? What shall it profit a man to 
pile up stocks and bonds if he sends out of 
his local community the money necessary to 
finance the activities of youth in that com- 
munity and thus to give continuity to its 
life? 
The time has clearly come when we 
should recognize this problem and begin 
work on it. The difficulty is not with youth. 
It is with the older generation. It lies in our 
failure to meet the new conditions of the 
scientific power age. We hear much these 
days about the breakdown of the home, the 
failure of the church, and the weaknesses 
of the school. Most of such discussion is 
besides the point. The homes have not 
broken down. There are more fine homes in 
America today than at any other time in 
our history in spite of all the pressures that 
have been imposed upon home life by un- 
regulated financial greed and the break- 
down of our industrial system. The church 
has not failed. Its personal ministry today 
is the strongest it has been in years. The 
school is not weak. It has helped to keep 
our country secure and stable under condi- 
tions that would have meant ruin among a 
less intelligent people. The home and the 
church and the school are the heart and soul 
of our American civilization. If it cannot 
make a profit, industry closes down and 
turns the laborers who have made it out 
into the street to go hungry. But homes, 
schools, and churches ask no profit. What- 
ever comes, their great services go forward, 
and must go forward if life is to have sifi- 
nificance. 
Let home, school, and church take up with 
new force their task of improving life. Let 
each find ways of fortifying and strengthen- 
ing the other. Let the home do those things 
which will make the church and the school 
more effective. Let the church move for- 
ward with a program for the enrichment of 
home life and for generous support for the 
public school. Let the school through every 
teacher and officer build up the home and 
encourage the work of the church. Let 
home, school, and church work shoulder to 
shoulder to make the neighborhood a better 
place for the growth and development of all 
life, both young and old. Food, clothing, 
shelter, schooling, and security from pov- 
erty are not enough. They are only the be- 
ginning. Beyond them is life itself. Let us 
174 THE VIRGINIA TEACHER [Vol. IS, NOS. 8-9 
be satisfied with nothing less than the abun- 
dant life finding its expression in the com- 
panionship of the home, the fine asociatiOns 
and activities of the church, and the intel- 
lectual and social enterprises of the school 
and community. It is only as this richer 
side of life is exalted that we shall find oc- 
cupations for our people. They are no 
longer needed on the bread-and-butter level. 
But they are needed in the schools, in civic 
activities, in the fine arts, and in the enrich- 
ment of life. 
But what has all this to do with the work 
of the International Council of Religious 
Education? In my judgment it has every- 
thing to do with it. As I visit churches and 
Sunday schools and as I talk with religious 
leaders, I am impressed with the many 
things which they are doing to help in the 
emergency. They are giving spiritual re- 
assurance and confidence to people who feel 
insecure. They are organizing schools for 
the unemployed. They are developing pro- 
grams of drama and recreation. They are 
conducting groups in adult education. Their 
various women's organizations are in them- 
selves a vast system of people's colleges. 
Their periodicals are sources of reliable 
material at a time when it is not always 
possible to get unbiased information. These 
churches and Sunday schools of ours are a 
rallying point for the constructive elements 
in community life. Along with the home 
and the school they stand firm in a time of 
great confusion. America today is in the 
midst of a mighty revolution. That revolu- 
tion cannot be stopped, but it can be made 
orderly and intelligent. It can be spiritual- 
ized. It can be so conducted as to preserve 
democratic ideals and institutions. The 
church needs to be informed lest it be 
crushed under the dead weight of a planless 
and corrupt capitalism. 
It is not the function of the church to 
ally itself with any economic class or group 
but it is the function of the church to stand 
for righteousness and fair dealing. It is the 
function of the church to stand for common 
honesty, for peace and opportunity. It is 
the function of the church to strike at evil 
and to exalt good. It is the function of the 
church to restrain the arrogant and the 
greedy by its spiritual teachings and to sus- 
tain the poor and the needy. It is the func- 
tion of the church to wield its mighty power 
on behalf of those social policies for which 
Christ lived and preached. 
The first need is for a better understand- 
ing of conditions as they are. If we are to 
do justice by the three million young people 
who are waiting at the gates we shall have 
to begin first with the older people. We shall 
have to inaugurate a widespread education 
of adults. There is no reason why every 
church and Sunday school should not be- 
come a center for adult education. The 
textbook should be the community itself. 
How many young people are there in the 
church who have neither schools nor jobs? 
What does an actual survey show with ref- 
erence to the graduates who have gone out 
of the high schools and colleges during the 
past five years ? Do young people who have 
reached the age where they should establish 
homes have anything to establish homes on ? 
Has provision been made for financing 
pioneer enterprises in which young people 
might engage? It is a significant fact that 
the credit union, a device for furnishing 
small loans to people in need, originated 
among the Catholic communities of Quebec. 
The point I wish to make is this: For 
several generations we have been sending 
our young people away from their com- 
munities. First we sent them from the East 
into the new frontiers of the West, and 
then we sent them from the farms or the 
small communities into the larger cities. 
That day is passed. The larger cities are 
already too big; they have vast populations 
which will probably have to be cared for 
indefinitely at public expense until they can 
be moved out onto the land and into small 
communities. Obviously our smaller com- 
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munities must face the task of providing 
for their own youth. This should not be a 
difficult or unpleasant task. The community 
is simply the larger family and in the com- 
mon effort to take care of its own and to 
provide for their future, it will find a new 
sense of satisfaction and well-being. 
Every church and Sunday school and 
every periodical issued by our various re- 
ligious organizations may well become a 
center through which the new conditions 
and opportunities will be interpreted. Our 
homes and schools and churches may well 
join in arousing our various communities, 
states, and the nation itself to take hold of 
these problems and to work them out in a 
spirit of democracy and human brother- 
hood. 
May I close by suggesting a short list of 
books which I have found particularly help- 
ful in my own study of these problems : 
(1) Other People's Money, by L. D. 
Brandeis. Jacket Library, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 15c. 
(2) The Power Age, by Walter N. Po- 
lakov. Covici Friede, 1933. $2.00. 
(3) Youth Never Comes Again, edited 
by Clinch Calkins. Committee on 
Unemployed Youth, 450 Seventh 
Ave., N. Y., 1933. 2Sc. 
(4) Democracy in Crisis, by Harold J. 
Laski. University of North Caro- 
lina Press, 1933. $1.50. 
(5) A History of the Freedom of 
Thought, by J. B. Bury. Holt, 1913. 
$1.00. 
(6) The Future Comes: A Study of the 
New Deal, by Charles A. Beard and 
George H. E. Smith. Macmillan, 
1933. $1.75. 
(7) The Work, Wealth, and Happiness 
of Mankind, by H. G. Wells. 
Doubleday, 1931. $7.50. 
(8) The New Party Politics, by A. N. 
Holcombe. Norton, 1933. $1.75. 
(9) Character Education, Tenth Year- 
book of the Department of Super- 
intendence. National Education As- 
sociation, Washington, D. C, 1932. 
$2.00. 
(10) Constructive Citizenship, by L. P. 
Jacks. Doubleday, 1928. $2.50. 
Joy Elmer Morgan 
GIVING FIFTH-GRADERS AN 
UNDERSTANDING OF 
THE NEW WORLD 
THIS report covers the work devel- 
oped in a 5A and 5B grade during 
the first nine weeks in 1932-33. The 
38 pupils were classed as in the middle and 
lower groups. Their ages ranged from ten 
through thirteen. Both practice teaching 
and student teachers were entirely new to 
them. The building is of recent construc- 
tion and has 24 rooms. Outside of the 
room the pupils conformed with the regu- 
lations of the building. Their room experi- 
ences were less formal and the organization 
of their inside activities was such as met 
their needs and accelerated the accomplish- 
ment of the work covered. 
Two student teachers who were complet- 
ing their four-year college courses in June 
were assigned to this grade for their final 
nine weeks of practice teaching. No active 
teaching was required of them during the 
first two weeks. Problems of organizing 
and adjusting the pupils to the new con- 
ditions were discussed with them. They 
were instructed to observe and study the 
pupils as individuals, so as to learn their 
working habits and estimate their abilities 
and aptitudes. 
Two outstanding interests soon were evi- 
dent among the pupils. They grew enthusi- 
astic about Cuba from a current events 
discussion. This avenue was used as an 
approach to the early discoveries of and in 
our country. Also, they were deeply con- 
cerned about the importance of wholesome 
food as a factor in healthy living. This 
